Justus Roe, asurveyor by profession, started
hisbusi nessmanufacturing tapesin 1876in
Patchogue with hisson Howard under the name
Justus Roe and Son. Although hewas not the
first to make tape measures, he could produce
tapesat half the pricethan thetapesof his
competition from England. They started their
businesson the second floor over Mc Brides
Drugstoreonthe corner of Main Street and
OceanAvenue. Thetapeswere manufacturedin
Brooklynand New York. By 1890 hissons
Austin and Henry joined thefirm, and the name
of thefirm became JustusRoeand Sons. A fg
yearslater theyoungest son, Nathaniel alge
joined thefirm. Thetapesweresellingwell and
the company built their own factory between
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