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VILLAGE OF PATCHOGUE, N.Y.

WELLINGTON H. GORDON, Locar HisToRIAN







Wif'ﬂ""“’ &£7n. le. ij Patchogue, N,V
/Zé.—wﬂ /344/74”7 %C y /

Dear Doctor Gordon:

As promised I have written below a brief oputline
of my movenants and activities while pn the other side, have alss en-
elosad a fev pictures whieh may be pf some use to you,

When Americs entered She Worlds War and it was
declded fthat Camp Uptom, L.Il. was %o be develored inte ithe mpat im-
portant tralulng camp in the eountry I was asked by the Supreme Officers
of the Knights of Columbus tp supervise the erection pof three Recreatipn
Buildinga in that camp and was also told at the time that the reputation
of the inights of Columbus in comnection with the welfare work they were
Just taking up depended & great deal on our success at Camp Uptom, If
we didant have buildings that would do eredit to us and if they wemsmt Avi “el”
placed in good locations the woerk of the K, of Co would get a black eye
freom which 1t would be hard to recover and on the pther hand if owr build-
ings at this Camp were well constructed and well located we would be able
to fall down at other places but still make a reputatiom due to the fact
that Camp Upton was s0 elesely situated to the mest eritical city in the
world ( New York ) and on aceount of thia Camps close preximity which
vwould enable thousands of New Yorkers to visit the Camp we must spare no
effort at this point te have three of the hest Recreation Huts in the
gountry., Three fine huts were construeted at three of the most pepular
locations in the Camp and the Supreme Offlcers of the K, of C, were s»
pleased that I was given the opmortunity to go te Trance to be engared
in the same sort of work in the different ftraining and rest camps in
that epuntry.

I sailed for Trance in April 1918 and upon wmy ar-
rival in that country was located im bpth Paris and Bordeauxz. I found
it a very difficult matter to purchase lumber and have same transported
to the different ca ps also discovered that labor was very scarce due to
the faet that nearly every man was performing some sort of military ser-
vigce., As time was valuable to opur esuse and to eliminate tne difficulties
enumerated ahove I entered into a eontract with a aumber of firms in
France whose specialty vas building portable hmts and these huts were
built in sectious and shiprned to the different cawps which proceedure
worked out very successfully.

Besides performing the dnties of my positiem which
was Supt. of Comstruction I alsd had charge of the different K. of C,
activities in the southern and sputhwmestern part of France and during
most of the time I was located in France I nmade my Headguarters at Ber-
deaux whieh eity was a very important point ing those days , more
than twe hundred theusand American Soldiern’%&rtarod in the dif-
ferent training and rest camps adjacent to Bordeaux,
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The latter part »f August I918rafter a five months
peripd of service I was promsted to the position of K. of C. Commissioner
for the British Isles with Headquarters in Lendon, England from whieh Head-
gquarters I was tp direet our work in England , Seetland, Ireland and Wales,
Soon had in operation three large Clubs in London which nlaces provided
sleeping accomedations for hundreds of men daily besides all forms »of
healthy amisement. Also had places in Southampton, Plymeuth, Didest, Market
Drayton, Little Hampton, Winchester, Knotty Ash - Liverpool , England, -
Cardiff, Wales = Dublin, Ireland and at Glasgow, Edinborough, Inverness,
Invergorden, Xirkwall and Lerwick Scotland the last twe named placea being
in the Orimey Islands and Shetlands respectively.

The Ameriean iine Sweeping Fleet were working in the
North Sea and made their base at different timeam at Inverness, Invergorden,
Kirkwall and Lerwiek, These brave American lads that were engaged in this
work emperienced all the dangers of war for months after the Armistice was
signed, The Americams lay moest of the mines in the Horth Sea after it was
claimed by nearly all the British and Fremech Naval Cemmanders that it would
not be possible to mine this sea due to its vast exyanse but the different
Ameriean Commanders in the British waters at that time sald it epuld be done
and it was done and done successfully. As soon as the Armistice was signed
the Americsm started taking up the mines which praved to be quite a diffi-
cult matter and their task was mot accomplished until the middle of Sept.
1919. REvery few days one of the mine sweeping boats would accidently come
in eontact with a flpating mine which meant a sunken ship and the loss of
a number 9f lives, On account of the extra hazardous Work our_dovs were
performing in the Horth Sea alse the fact that at the placan‘@"wk‘?u using
as Base’'s not being places where the men eould find mueh recreation I made
a specialty of losking after b@%ws located in the Nerhtern parts of
Scotland and always had assigned to the different K, of C., places at those
points the best men that came pversea's to perform welfare work. During
their spojourm in these morthern waters 1 shipped to them from sur Head-
quarters in Londen thousands eof pounds of candy and great quantities of all
kinds of tobacece, When these sailors would shtain shore leave they would
find at our different placea all forms of elean healthy amusement arranged
for their intertainment and I Ymow from experience that our efforta in look-
ing out for their welfare was greatly appreciated.

In the large eities sueh as Lpndon and at all the
impertant centers we provided all sorts of amsement for our men such as
dances, sight seeing tours , intertalnments and lectures, Alse served re
breakfast and light refreshments in all Clubs providing sleeping accomme-
dations and the K, of C. during the tir rripgd E:zexé earried on their
War Work adhered to their poliey ef%{‘gka"ﬁee uring all their
experience in the work they have never spld an article or r ed j o
penny from an American Soldier or Sailer in exchange for aay courtesies
extended, We have been eriticized by some people on account of our Every
thing Free Policy but it was always our idea that we acted only as the
azents of the Ameriean people = we were as you might say the eonnecting
link between the pepple back home and the bey on the other side, The
mpther might give five dollars towards providing her boy with some comforts
and we felt when were providing these esmforts that we were representing
this mother and not owr own organization.
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Liked my stay in the British Isles very much with the
exception of the weather, PEEEEEk we experiemced a period »f One hundred
and fifty days in London during the fall and winter of IYI8 and 1919 with-
sut seeing sne suiny day. The fogs were so thiek in Nov, and Dec, that one
had to drive headlights omn his car in the middle of the day right in the
heart of London. It rained nearly every day and the English people get
rather used to it but not so with the Americans., I remember sne day when
visiting our Club at Cardiff, Wales I hapnened to be looking sver the reg-
ister which we kept in every Club and I noticed that an American sailor
had written some poetry under his name and address and from the tome of the
poetry I could easily tell that he wasnt favorably impressed with the English
climate , the poetry ran something like this -

Dirty days has Sept. April June and Hovember.

All the rest have thirty one withput a blessed gleam of
sun.

From Jamaary till the first of liay the raimn it raineth

every day.

And if any month had two and thirty, they'd be just as

wet and just as dirty.

/e alosed all our activities in the British Isles th- early
part of Nov, and in company with my wife who had joined me in London the prev-
ious August we visited Paris, all the American battle fronts, the American
cemeteries, grave of (Quentin Roosevelt, Rheims, Chatteau Thiery, Verdun, -
Bru=sells, Antwerp, Ostend and Zeebruggee in Belgium all the oceupled terri-
tory alemg the Rhine Germany =~ such places In the southern part of Trance as
Lourdes, Nice, Monte Varle, Monacoe and Mentone, over the border intoe Italy
-taﬂaiu at Genosa, Milano, Venice, Plorence, Rome and sailed from Naples on
the' 20th, of Dec, At Venlce ve had an oprortuaity view all parts and sections
of that beautiful and historic eity, at Rome all the wonflerful Cathedrals and
ruins and at Raples went to the top of lMount Vesuviua and visited the Ruins
of Pompei which is situated about twelve miles from lNables.

After sailing from Naples on th . of Dea,I919 we landed
at Perlerms, Sicily for a day and a night then passeldl eul the Mediterranean
Sea which gave me a good opportunity of viewing Gibralter stopped in the Azores
for eoal and arrived in New York Jan,7th,I520 after a very eventful twenty one
mpnths spent in a service that was always interesting as it made one feel that
he was doing something that was doing someone some good and I will always cone
sider myself very fortunate that I had the opportunity to do my bit alomg with
the millions of others.
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ADDRESS ELECTRICIAN IN CHARGE. U. S. NAVAL RADIO STATION,
AND REFER TO NO.

B Inclosures NAVY DEPARTMENT,
NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE,
U. S. NAVAL RADIO STATION.
Bugh Terminal, Brooklyn, N.Y.

January Ninth,
Nine teen Twenty.

Mr/ Wellington E. Gordon,
Local Historianm,
Patchogue, N.Y.

b Dear 3Sir:

In compliance with your request of recent date, I have
filled out card, and am enclosing same herewi th.

In addition to filling out the card, I am giving you all
the information I can, that could possibly be of any in-
terest to you. My experiences are ac follows:

I was at Halifax at the time of the explocion on December
6, 1917. On December 27, 1917, my ship, the "Florence H",
wae in a brush with a submarine, which was subsequently
sunk by an English patrol boat. On February 12, 1918, we

L were Bhelled and hit by a submarine, but escaped still a-
float. On March 1, 1918, we were rammed by an English
transport, causing the latter to return to New York, Fi-
nally, on April 17, 1918, while loaded with ammunition,
my ship was blown up in the Bay of Biscay, off the coast
of France.

As to photozraphs, I am exceedingly sorry, but I have none
0 zive you.

I sincerely trust that the information I have given you
will prove satisfactory. Should there be anything else
I can do for you, I am always at your sService.

t Yours very truly,

./.
)

o
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AATHUR F. ESTABROOK, Tatasuntn | o

Ezmra H. BAKER, PRESICENT HERBERT D. HEATHFIELD, StcRETARY
16 STATE STREET

23 AMES BUILDING 35 CONGRESS STREET

MASSACHUSETTS HOMOEOPATHIC HOSPITAL

HENRY M. POLLOCHK, M, D.
SUPERINTENDENT

EAST CONGORD STREET, BosTON Janunry 17, 1920.

Tﬁ Dr. W. E. Gordon i
Rider Ave,,. 4
| Patchogue, N, Y.,
My dear Dr, Gordonj;
I am enclosing the slip filled out as you requested
[ and trust it will be satisfactory, You see the medical men did not
have a great deal of the actual fighting and hardehips experienced by
the real dough boy, It was a great priviledge however to be able to ,@

go over seasg and help take care of the boys that were sick and wounded,

===y

While in service I met two of the home boys at camp Devens, Dr,
Arthur H. Terry Jr,, and Russel Van Tuyl, Overseas I met George Meyers
at Savenay, France,

If it is possible to obtain a ecopy of the History of Patchogue

when it is completed I should be very glad to have one,

Wishing you a very happy New Year, I an, ‘
F Very truly yours, Mvﬂ{/_

i?.
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